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A DISCOURSE. 



For of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are aU 
things; to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 

With this comprehensive and devout ac- 
knowledgment, the inspired writer closes the 
doctrinal portion of this important and excel- 
lent epistle. He had largely expatiated on 
the great discoveries of revealed truth— the 
apoBtacy of man — the plan of recovery and re- 
demption through the mediation of the Son of 
God — the holy requisitions of the Gospel — 
the exalted privileges to which christians are 
admitted in the life that now is — and their 
glorious and immortal prospects in the life to 
come. He had likewise traced the favourable 
distinctions beaming on a part of the human 
family, to the sovereign pleasure of God mani- 
fested in mercy to some, while others, by their 
unbelieving obstinacy, had shut against them- 
selves the door of salvation. He had applied 
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these remarks to the state of the Jews and the 
Gentiles, the hardened unbelief and impeni- 
tence, which the Jews had manifested in their 
rejection of the gospel of Christ, and the 
extension of the proposals of salvation to the 
world of mankind. And hence, under the iu- 
falhble direction of the Spirit of prophecy, he 
had conducted the attention of his readers 
forward to the day, when " the fulness of the 
Gentiles shall be brought" into the christian 
church, and the yet more distant period, when 
" all Israel shall be saved." 

Here the apostle, struck with admiration at 
the course of events reserved for future ages to 
unfold, pauses in his description, and surveys 
with the most profound reverence, the attri- 
butes, the government, and the designs of the 
Great Eternal. " O, the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God I 
How unsearchable are his judgments, and his 
ways past finding out. For who hath known 
the mind of the Lord ; or who hath been his 
counsellor ? or who hath first given to Him, 
and it shall be given to him again ?" And he 
closes the whole with the recognition of that 
grand and sublime principle which has been 
adopted as the basis of the present discourse. 
"For of Him," as the great original cause; 
" through Him," as the wise, and righteous, 
and merciful Director and Governor; and "to 



Him," as the ultimate end of the whole and 
of every part, "are all things ; to whom," 
therefore, be ascribed, by all ranks and orders 
of the intelligent creation, " glory for ever." 
And let every one express hia cordial assent. 
" Amen ! " 

The text is very expressive of the theme 
appointed for our meditation this day. The 
principle which it asserts, in the spirit of en- 
lightened and exalted devotion, is doubtless 
applicable, generally, to the arrangements of 
Divine Providence. God is the author, the 
disposer, the end of all. But the reasoning of 
the apostle, in the whole passage, leads us to 
view it chiefly in reference to the dispensa- 
tions of religion; and thus it may be considered 
as declaring and illustrating "the connexion 
of the divine dispensations with the divine 
glory." 

The subjects adopted in this circulating 
lecture, for the last ten months, have been 
presented to the public view in a series of 
important and instructive discourses on the 
chief dispensations relative to religion, with 
which God has blessed the world of mankind 
from the beginning to the present moment, and 
by which he purposes to manifest his glory, 
not only as long as this world continues, but 
to all eternity. That these dispensations — the 
past, the present, and the future — are con- 
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nectcd with the divine glory, is the topic to 
which we are now to attend. 

The divine glory is the manifestation, in 
the view of intelligent creatures, of the attri- 
butes and the designs of Jehovah. Thus "the 
heavens declare the glory of God, and the 
firmament sheweth his handy work," or the 
contrivances of his wisdom. It was a sublime, 
and at the same time a delightful view of the 
future extension of the knowledge of the true 
God, which he was pleased to give to the peo- 
ple of Israel by the ministry of Moses: "as 
truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with 
the glory of the Lord." The miraculous and 
visible token of the divine presence and favour, 
with which Israel was blessed, is frequently 
called the glory of the Lord, because it was the 
symbol or emblem of that manifestation of God 
which was made in his revealed word, and in 
the ordinances of his sanctuary. This mani- 
festation is with as much explicituess as is 
adapted to the feebleness of the human under- 
standing, more clearly unfolded in the gospel of 
Christ, in which the Most High " has abounded 
towards us in all wisdom and prudence," in 
perfect righteousness, in unparalleled love, and 
in unchanging fidelity. And it is in* proportion 
to the development of these perfections of the 
divine nature, that we may be said intellec- 
tually to behold the glory of the Lord. 
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But of what nature is the connexion which 
we are to endeavour to trace between the 
divine dispensations and the divine glory? To 
this inquiry it may be replied in the three fol- 
lowing particulars ; — 

1 . It is a connexion of adaptation or tendency. 

The dispensations of religion from the very 
beginning have been so obviously marked with 
the character of God, with the plans of his 
government, or with the methods of his grace, 
that it seems to be impossible that any one 
should contemplate them, as they are pre- 
sented before his intellectual eye, without 
exclaiming, God is here ! Were the holy Scrip- 
tures to be carefully read and studied, as the 
rule of faith and of life ; especially, were that 
sacred volume to be considered in the reci- 
procal bearings and influence of each part on 
the whole, and were the methods which have 
been adopted for the dissemination of the Scrip- 
tures through the world, to be in continual 
operation ; their tendency to unfold to every 
mind just and exalted views of the presiding 
Deity, could not but awaken the important 
reflection, " This also cometh forth from the 
Lord of hosts, who is wonderful in counsel, 
and excellent in working." This leads me to 
remark, 

2. That it is a connexion of purpose and 



To glorify himself in the view of intelligent I 
creatures, is justly considered as the great end 
cf the blessed God in all his dispensations. To i 
place in the full lustre of evidence his being, 
his perfections, his moral government, and in an 
especial manner his merciful intentions towards 
sinners of mankind, and by these means to 
subdue rebellious hearts, " to turn men frona 
darkness unto light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God ; " these are the great ends 
which he proposes ; and thus he makes his 
name to be " exalted and extolled, and to be 
very high." It was the comprehensive prayer 
of our Redeemer, " Father, glorify thy name." 
And the answer to that prayer was, " I have 
both glorified it, and I will glorify it again," 
It is the never changing, never failing purpose 
of God, to glorify himself as the first, the 
greatest, the best of beings; "of whom, and 
through whom, and to whom, are all things." 

3. It is a connexion which demands the vo- 
luntary efforts and exertions of created minds. 

The dispensations of God towards men are 
adapted to bring their homage to his feet. And 
it is the purpose of God by these means 'to 
make himself to be known, adored, and loved. 
But this end will be very partially and imper- 
fectly attained, unless it call forth the active 
exertions of those to whom he is revealed. 
That "his ways may be made known upon 
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earth, his saving health unto all nations, the 
people must praise him, all the people must 
praise him." The life of our Redeemer, while 
he sojourned as a man among men, was emi- 
nently devoted to this great object. " My 
meat," said he on one occasion, " is to do the 
will of my Father, who is in heaven, and to 
finish his work." On another, " I must work 
the work of him that sent me while it is day ; 
the night cometh, when no man can work." 
And in the near approach of death, and of a 
subsequent return to the glory whence he came, 
how animated and satisfactory was his review 
of the mission which he had undertaken, and 
which he was just concluding, in language 
addressed immediately to his heavenly Father, 
" I have glorified thee on the earth ; I have 
finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 
Every Christian, in humble imitation of his 
adorable Master and Lord, should be frequent- 
ly and habitually preparing to himself this im- 
portant question ! By what means may I most 
effectually subserve the divine purposes, and so 
promote the glory of God ? And let it be most 
carefully and diligently observed, that it is only 
while the disciples of Christ are in the daily 
habit of obeying that apostolic precept, " What- 
soever ye do, do all to the glory of God," that 
they may hope to see diffused all around them 
that glory, that manifestation of the divine 
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character and designs^ whereby the world may 
be led to seek and pursue the same great ob- 
ject^ until '' the earth shall be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea." 

Such, then, being the views which we should 
cherish of the divine glory, and such the na- 
ture of the connexion subsisting between the 
divine glory and the divine dispensations, we 
proceed to the more distinct and immediate 
consideration of the subject in three points of 
view. 

First. — In reference to the gradual unfold- 
ing of the divine plan and purposes, introduc- 
tory to the dispensation of the gospel. 

Secondly. — In reference to the more com- 
plete manifestation of the glory of God in the 
facts and discoveries of the gospel itself; and. 

Thirdly. — In reference to the further il- 
lustration, which arises to the subject, from 
the history — the present state — and the final 
prospects of the christian church. 

First. — The subject may be contemplated 
in reference to the gradual unfolding of the di- 
vine plan and purposes, introductory to the 
dispensation of the gospel. 

The dispensation under which our first pa- 
rents lived, when they were created in the 
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image of God, and during the period of their 
probationary innocence and purity, reflected, 
undoubtedly, exalted glory on the attributes 
and designs of the Creator. Then, in a very 
Bublime sense, and by means which we know 
not, God conversed with man, and man walk- 
ed with God. The conformity of the intelli- 
gent and accountable creature to the laws and 
the character of " the Father of his spirit," tend- 
ed, in the view of man himself, and of intelli- 
gent beings of a higher order, who witnessed 
his holiness and his happiness, to magnify the 
power, the wisdom, and the goodness of Him, 
" of whom, and through whom, and to whom, 
are all things." 

But the state of primeval holiness is a period 
of the human history, of which our knowledge 
is so small, and our subject is so replete with 
iuformation in subsequent events, with which 
we are far more familiarly acquainted, that I 
am unwilling to occupy your time by dwelling 
on a branch of the subject, which, while it 
suggests many curious speculative inquiries, 
does not present to us much that is certain in 
the view of illustrating and manifesting divine 
glory. 

" Man being in honour continued not." 
But when he became a sinner, and entailed, by 
his offence, apostacy, death, and misery, on his 
posterity, then a dispensation opened of a 



12 



blended character, magnifying the righteous 
ness and holiness of God in the consequences i 
of sin in this world, and in the world to come ; 
and, at the same time, irradiating the darkness 1 
which guilty man had caused to rise upon I 
himself, and upon his final prospects, with \ 
beams of love and mercy. 

The earliest illustration of the divine charac- 
ter, which was imparted to fallen man, appear- 
ed in the first promise which was addressed to 
him, that " the seed of the woman should 
bruise the head of the serpent," but that his 
own heel should be wounded in the conflict. 
Ambiguous and enigmatical as this appeared, 
and was designed to appear at the time, we 
can trace in it the outline of redemption. In 
the seed of the woman we can perceive the 
Lord Jesus Christ; in the bruised head of the 
serpent, the defeat of Satan, the great enemy 
of God and man ; and, in the wounded heel of 
the conqueror, a distant intimation of the meri- 
torious sufferings of the Son of God, whereby 
the victory was to be obtained. Even at the 
time, it would convey an idea of mercy blend- 
ed with justice, and would lead the first trans- 
gressors to bow with reverence and love before 
" a just God and a Saviour." 

As ages revolved, the discovery became in- 
creasingly plain and intelligible. The earlier 
promises were explained, and their design was 
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made to appear more conspicuous by those 
which succeeded. Abraham and Jacob and 
Moses testified of the events of futurity : Hght 
breaking on each division of the opening scene. 
Religious institutions of a figurative and emble- 
matical character became the means of inti- 
mating to man the designs of God. The whole 
frame of Jewish worship was so constituted, 
and so combined, as to be a figurative repre- 
sentation of things to come. The priests — the 
sacrifices — the altar — all proclaimed to guilty 
man the divine appointment, that " without 
shedding of blood there is no remission," and 
prefigured that great and only efficient sacrifice 
of the Son of God ; through which pardon, and 
acceptance, and immortahty, should be be- 
stowed on degenerate and perishing creatures. 
United with these were a large number of 
more distinct and definite prophecies ; even 
many of the songs of Sion wore a prophetic 
character; all bearing witness to the divine 
dignity, the voluntary humiliation, the glorious 
rewards, and the universal triumph of the 
promised Deliverer. 

At length with his appearance, his mission, 
his actual history, was connected the entire 
passing away of all the preceding glory. But 
with this passing away, as well as with its 
continuance, so long as that continuance was 
appointed, stands connected the developement 
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of the glory of Jehovah ! The Go(t uf Abra- 
liam, of Moses, of David, and all the prophets, 1 
appears in the history, in the progress, in the 
design, and in the expiring of that dispensa- 
tion, a Being of infinite wisdom, of spotless ' 
holiness, of inviolable fidelity, and of " mercy 
which endureth for ever." It is not, however, 
from a partial view of a few isolated particu- 
lars, but from an enlarged contemplation of the 
whole, that we shall be led to perceive the ' 
glory of God, and to say of this introductory ' 
portion of the divine economy, — This is the 
work of the Almighty. 

From these brief and general remarks we 
a dvance : — 

Secondly, — To view the more complete 
manifestation of the divine glory in the facts 
and discoveries of the gospel itself. 

It is one of the peculiar characteristics of 
Christianity, that it presents to every attentive 
reader of that sacred volume, which details the 
various particulars of which it is constituted, 
a most exalted representation of its Divine Au- 
thor. It appears impossible for any one to 
rise from the serious contemplation of it with- 
out reflecting, — How incomparably excellent 
and glorious is the God of the Bible, the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ! To 
every such inquirer, 
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1. It will exhibit the satisfactory representa- 
tion of a great plan brought to maturity. 

While the building is gradually rising, there 
may appear a want of due proportion in its 
several parts ; and the adaptation of each of 
them to the end proposed by the architect 
may not be completely visible. But when the 
work, is finished, the propriety of every pre- 
ceding part of the operation is rendered appa- 
rent. The gospel exhibits to us the crown, the 
summit of the spiritual edifice. And if, during 
the progress of the former dispensations, there 
was continual reason to exclaim, " This is the 
finger of God ;" much more, when the whole 
is brought to perfection in the facts and disco- 
veries of Christianity, may the devout acknow- 
ledgment of the apostle be cheerfully adopted, 
" of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are 
all things." 

In the Divine Person of the adorable 
Redeemer, in his mysterious incarnation, in 
his miracles, his doctrines, his sufferings, his 
death on the cross, his resurrection from the 
dead, and his ascension into heaven, we per- 
ceive the lustre of evidence thrown back on the 
types and prophecies of revolving ages. Their 
design becomes distinctly visible, and we feel 
the propriety, while we join in the rapturous 
strains of the angelic song, " Glory to God in 
the highest, on earth peace, good-wiU towards 



16 

men" — Revelation is now complete. It has 
received the last stroke of the Divine Spirit. 
Nothing can be added to it without spoiling its 
beauty and destroying its proportions. " God, 
who at sundry times and in divers manners 
spake in times past unto the fathers by the 
prophets, hath, in these last days, spoken to us 
by his Son." Indeed, the frequent use of the 
term the last days, to designate the period of 
the gospel dispensation, intimates that no fur- 
ther manifestation of the divine will is to be 
expected on this side of heaven and eternity. 
The mere contemplation of the gospel as the 
perfection to which that complex plan is 
brought, which had been laid in remotest 
ages, and had been gradually rising toward 
its ultimate design, exhibits to our admiring 
view such depths of the wisdom and know- 
ledge of God, as irresistibly lead to the con- 
clusion, that the whole is worthy of Him. 

But not only does the gospel present to us 
the developement of great designs : 

2. It represents the plan now completed in 
strict accordance with the claims of justice and 
holiness. 

" Just and true are thy ways, O King of 
saints." The scheme of human redemption is 
as honourable to the divine righteousness and 
holiness, in its constituent parts, as it is in the 
whole display to the divine wisdom and know- 
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ledge. The salvation of sinners of the human 
race through the righteousness and atonement 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, is so wonderfully 
contrived, and so completely executed, that no 
scenes so powerfully as those of Gethsemane 
and Calvary evince the truth and the grandeur 
of the Psalmists declaration, " The Lord is 
righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his 
works." Among the numerous illustrations of 
this great subject, which abound in the former 
part of the excellent epistle from which our 
text is selected, the sacred writer informs us, 
that " God hath set forth his Son to be a pro- 
pitiation through faith in his blood, to declare 
his righteousness in the remission of sins that 
are past, through the forbearance of God, to 
declare at this time his righteousness, that he 
might be just, and the justifier of him who 
believeth in Jesus." 

The Divinity of the Mediator, the spotless 
character of the human nature which he as- 
sumed, the perfection of his obedience to the 
moral law, the unknown depth of his unmerit- 
ed sufferings even unto death, the meritorious 
efficacy of the whole, and the consequent 
blessings of pardon, peace, justification, and 
eternal life, flowing in this channel to an 
innumerable multitude of sinners, all tend 
to magnify the righteousness and holiness of 
God, and, in awful contrast, the " exceeding 
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sinfulness of sin," and the wretched condition 
to which apostate man would have been reduced ■ 
universally and eternally, had not a plan of 
deliverance commensurate to his necessities 
been formed in the divine mind. The glory 
of consummate righteousness and spotless ho* 
liness belongs to Him from whom alone the . 
plan proceeds. 

To this we must add, 

3. That it unfolds the riches of the divine ] 
mercy and grace. 

One of the most unwarrantable statements 
which controversy ever made of the views of 
an opponent, is that which has been almost 
universally made of our doctrine by those who 
have objected to it ; that it represents the 
Eternal Father as a being so inexorable in his < 
displeasure against sinners, that nothing would 
induce him to turn from the purposes of his 
wrath, until his own Son presented himself as 
a bloody sacrifice, and thus appeased Iiis anger, 
and constrained him to be merciful. I am not 
prepared, indeed, to justify all that has issued 
from the pulpit and the press by the avowed 
friends of the atonement on this subject, nor 
to vindicate all the language of our devotional 
poets, particularly of the excellent Dr. Watts. 
But I may appeal to the statements of our di- 
vines of ancient and modern times, and even 
to a far greater number of passages in Dr. 
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Watts, than those exceptionable phrases to 
which I have alluded, in proof of a general and 
strong conviction, that the plan of salvation 
through Christ originated in the unmeritedHove 
and mercy of the Father. 

This, too, is the current language of the scrip- 
tures. Were I to quote but an abstract of their 
testimony, I should detain you on this one 
point far beyond the proper limits of the whole 
discourse. But it is not necessary. You en- 
ter into the conclusion of the apostle John, 
who having asserted — '* God is love!" pro- 
ceeds to the proof of his statement by an 
immediate appeal to the work of redemption. 
" In this was manifested the love of God to- 
wards us, because that God sent his only be- 
gotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through him. Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins." — 1 John 
iv. 8,9, 10, 

4. It confirms our expectations from the 
divine faithfulness, in accomplishing every re- 
maining design. 

The plan of redemption is completed. But 
that plan involves most extensive consequences : 
and, of these, the accomplishment of the plan 
gives us '' the full assurance of faith." " If 
God be for us, who can be against us ? He 
that spared not his own Son, but delivered him 

b2 
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up for us all ; how shall he not with him freely 
give us all things?" Thus the apostle argues 
ill one specific case ; aiid thus we may argue in 
every other case to which the premises apply. 
If God has already fulfilled his own greatest 
promises in the gift of his own Son to be the 
Saviour of the guilty ; what has he said, which 
he will not fulfil ? What has he spoken, which 
he will not bring to pass ? Respecting them 
all, we may triumphantly exclaim, " He is 
faithful that promised." 

There is yet another, and a highly momen- 
tous feature of our subject, which demands our 
attention. It must be viewed, — 

Thirdly, — In reference to the history — - 
the present state — and the final prospects of i 
the christian church. 



These are all included in those divine dis- 
pensations, which are connected with the divine 
glory. Many of the articles which belong to 
this general remark have been largely discus- 
sed by my brethren who have preceded me in 
these services. Most of their discourses are 
already before the public, and I hope that 
the remainder will quickly follow. It is quite 
needless for me to go at length into the sub- 
jects which have been so amply illustrated. 
All that is requisite is by briefly glancing at 
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some of these topics, to perceive how far they 
appear to honour the divine perfections and 



1. With respect to the history and conti- 
nuance of the christian church. 

Of this history it will not be expected, on 
the present occasion, that even an abstract 
should be given. A few leading and import- 
. ant facts alone can be very briefly noticed. 

Consider then the continuance of Christi- 
anity in the world for eighteen hundred years. 
Contrast this continuance with the vicissitudes, 
the decay, the dissolution of states, and king- 
doms, and empires. Think of the enlarged 
and increasing attention which it has awakened 
among those to whom it has been made known, 
and of the gradual, sometimes the rapid diffu- 
sion of its facts and principles among all classes 
and orders of men, and in nations most differ- 
ent from each other in intellectual attainments, 
and in political and moral character. Remem- 
ber, that this progress and this success have 
most frequently been without the aid of the 
secular arm, and often in direct opposition to it 
Consider, that when opposed by worldly power, 
by determined prejudice, by infidelity and error, 
superstition and sin, it has still been working 
its way, and by its own hallowed weapons, — 
the " shield of faith, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God," — has nut 
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only maintained its former triumphs, but pur- 
sued and accomplished new and important 
conquests. 

Think also of the rise, the progress, the ex- 
tensive influence, in former ages, of the super- 
stitions of Rome, and of the present state of that 
remarkable power. Think in how many in- 
stances its energies have been restrained, and 
its influences diminished and counteracted, by 
the diffusion of pure and simple truth. On 
a review of the whole, is it possible to for- 
bear exclaiming, "What hath God wrought!" 
The evidence arising from the history of chrisr 
tianity in favour of its truth and divine origin, is 
of the most convincing and powerful nature. 
It proves itself to be of God. Every step that 
we proceed in the contemplation presents to 
our view illustrations of the power, the wisdom, 
and the goodness of Him, for whom are all 
things, and by whom are all things." 

Then if we advance, — 

2. To the present state of the christian 
church, we shall behold, in still increasing 
lustre, the manifestations of the divine glory. 

In this remark, we refer not principally to 
that portion of the human family by whom 
Christianity in general is professed. This is 
frequently of a very spurious kind. But we 
refer to the cordial reception which the gos-. 
pel has met, by those to whom it has been 
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presented. Is it not delightful to think, that 
the religion of Christ is received, avowed, and 
obeyed, at the present time, by multitudes, 
the places of whose residence were not known 
to exist in the days of Christ and his apostles! 
By the labours of ministers and missionaries — 
by the translations of the holy scriptures — by 
the settlement of christians, either individually, 
or in societies, in heathen lands — by their sted- 
fast profession and their holy example — all under 
the mighty influence of the Spirit of. God — how 
has the wilderness become a fruitful field, and 
the desert as the garden of the Lord ! All these 
instances of success are in fulfilment of ancient 
promises, and all place before us the holy, the 
wise, the merciful, the faithful God, who work- 
eth all and in all. 

Nor are these views diminished when we 
consider, that although much has actually been 
effected, it is but very little in comparison with 
the population of the globe, and the moral ne- 
cessities of our species. The vast extent of 
that population, the millions yet unacquainted 
with even nominal Christianity, and the mournful 
number -of unconverted people living under a 
general avowal of the truth of the gospel, would 
present a spectacle truly appalling, were we 
not to connect these facts with the perfections 
of Deity. But what is not He able to effect, 
who has already done so much ? What is not 




He willing to effect, who has pardoned, ac- 
cepted, and saved so many, who were once 
as far from God, and Christ, and holiness, and 
heaven, as the most ignorant, the most un- 
believing, the most guilty, who yet remain 
" without Christ, without hope, and without 
God, in the world !" 

But this branch of our subject becomes in- 
finitely more resplendent, when we proceed to 
contemplate, — 

3. The final prospects of Christianity. 

These prospects, so far as they are clearly 
exhibited in the word of God, have been 
largely, ably, and satisfactorily discussed, in 
several preceding discourses. The conversion 
of the Jews — the termination of Mohammedan- 
ism — the destruction of Popery, considered as 
the grand apostasy within the precincts of the 
visible church — the doctrine of the Millennium, 
or the state of enlarged knowledge, faith, and 
holiness, which will arise in the latter days of 
the present dispensation — lliese topics have 
been judiciously handled, the mistakes and 
errors with which they are often connected, 
have been guarded against, and their tendency 
to christian edification has been illustrated. 
Guided likewise by the scriptures of truth, 
these discourses have conducted our meditations 
beyond the boundaries of life and time, to the 
intermediate state of separate spirits, to the 
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resurrection of the body, and to the final 
judgment. 

Now if these things will take place, some in 
this world, and others in the world to come ; 
how exalted are the conceptions which they im- 
part of the divine character and perfections ! If 
futurity, little as we can possibly know of it, 
will contain such scenes as these ; how great, 
how glorious must He be, " of whom, and 
through whom, and to whom, are all" these 
*' things." What power to effect the mightiest 
purpose, — what wisdom to devise the best 
means of bringing them into accomplishment, 
— what righteousness and holiness will be ma- 
nifested in all these future dispensations ; pro- 
foundly awful as some of them are ; and all of 
them designed, as they advance, to proclaim 
the excellencies of the divine government! — 
What faithfulness to ancient purposes will be 
elicited at every step of this momentous pro- 
cess, — what mercy and love will then triumph- 
antly appear ! 

When "the kingdoms of this world shall 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever," 
the voice of adoring praise shall arise from the 
church on earth and in heaven, saying, "We 
give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, who 
art, and wast, and art to come, because thou 
hast taken to thee thy great power and hast 



reigiied." Rev. xi. 15 — 17. And when the dead 
shall be raised, when the universal judgment 
shall seal the destinies of every human being, 
when "the wicked shall go into everlasting 
punishment, and the righteous into life eter- 
nal;" then shall be heard through the regions 
of the blessed, " Alleluia, for the Lord God 
Omnipotent reigneth." And the anthem of the 
angelic host shall be once more repeated — 
"Glory to God in the highest; peace" — not 
on earth, for earth shall be no more, but — in 
heaven, and "good will towards men." 

Without presuming to expect that your at- 
tention can be much longer engaged, allow me 
now to conclude, not only this discourse, but 
this series of discourses, by a few reflections. 

1. From the connexion of the divine dispen- 
sations with the divine glory, arises one of the 
most powerful and convincing evidences of the 
truth and divine origin of revealed religion. 

If the fact be, as has now been represented, 
that the process which has hitherto taken place 
in the history of the world and of the church, 
has placed the great God before us in all his 
glory, and in all his grace ; then let the con- 
clusion be most readily admitted, that he is the 
author of the whole. If the series of events 
which has been produced, and if those events 
in futurity, of which we are enabled, from the 
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word of prophecy and promise, to form some 
determinate view, had any thing of a doubtful 
tendency belonging to them, we should hesitate 
in drawing this conclusion. But so large a pro- 
portion of the whole being perfectly intelligible, 
and every way honourable to all the perfections 
of the divine nature ; and what may appear 
mysterious and obscure, assuming that appear- 
ance from our ignorance and feebleness; and 
every dissipated cloud occasioning new light 
to arise ; how can we arrive at any conclusion 
which falls short of an acknowledgment, that 
the whole comes from Him ; and that Chris- 
tianity, which is the maturity of the gradually 
unfolded plan, is no '' cunningly devised fable," 
but is emphatically, the truth? 

2. How important is it, that we should keep 
in our continual view that divine glory, which 
all the dispensations of God, in providence and 
in grace, are designed and adapted to illustrate. 

When our Lord Jesus was about to raise 
Lazarus from the grave, he addressed this iur 
teresting appeal to one of his sisters, ** Said I 
not unto thee, that if thou wouldst believe, 
thou shouldst see the glory of God ? " intendr 
ing, unquestionably, that by the miracle which 
he was about to perform, that glory would be 
most eminently displayed, and that a belief in 
Him as the promised Messiah, would be esta- 
blished by this astonishing event. The glory of 
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God was the great object of our Redeemer while 
he was on earth. It is his great object now that 
he is exalted to heaven. Be this, men and bre- 
thren, in imitation of him, the chosen object of 
our pursuit. For this, let us, with our Redeemer, 
pray, " Father, glorify thy name." This let us 
keep in constant view, in private and in public 
life. Let christians, let ministers, let candi- 
dates for the ministry, willingly sacrifice every 
other object that they may attain this. Let the 
apostolic direction dwell in all our hearts ; 
" whether ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, 
do all to the glory of God." 

3. What increasing lustre will be cast on the 
topic of this day's meditation, when " the earth 
shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory 
of the Lord!" 

That such a period will take place before the 
history of the world is concluded, is abundantly 
manifest from the plainest intimations of pro- 
phetic scripture. On some of the principal fea- 
tures of this prophecy you have been called to 
meditate on several preceding occasions. But 
how does this one view of that holy and happy 
state of the church, absorb in a manner all the 
rest ; that it will be a manifestation of the glory 
of the Lord ! If under the dispensation of the 
Son of God, we discern more of this glory than 
they did, who could only look forward to that, 
which we kimw, of a certainty, has actually 
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taken place ; how much more, may we most 
reasonably suppose, will the honour of the 
divine perfections be unveiled to those, who 
shall then behold accomplished, that which we 
merely know will be accomplished ! 

Neither is this a speculation which should be 
denominated useless. It is a sentiment clothed 
with tendencies of the most practical nature. 
The enlarged state of religion at that favoured 
time will arise, by the rich blessing of the Spirit 
of God, out of the prayers, the efforts, and the 
labours of christians in preceding ages. What 
we sow, they will reap. We throw the hand- 
ful of corn upon the top of the mountain ; the 
fruit will be beautiful, and extended as the 
cedars of Lebanon, while the city of their so- 
lemnities shall be made glad by the glorious 
success. 

But is all the success reserved for that dis- 
tant time ? No. The glory of God will appear 
more and more, if we keep it continually in 
view; religion will be revived in our churches; 
the gospel will be diffused over the globe ; and 
the young among ourselves, although we can- 
not indulge them in the expectation of behold- 
ing the personal appearance of the Saviour on 
earth, may live to see extensions of religion, of 
which we have formed but an indistinct antici- 
pation. " One generation shall praise his works 
to another, and shall declare his mighty acts." 
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By degrees, rapid degrees, "the word of the 
Lord will have free course and be glorified," 
until "the kingdoms of this world shall be- 
come the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Christ ; and he shall reign for ever and ever." 

4. Of what infinite moment is personal de- 
votedness to the service of the Redeemer. 

That great Being, " of whom, and through 
whom, and to whom, are all things," well 
knows how to avail himself of the external 
services of those who are only nominally his 
people, in the advancement of his glory. But 
to be nothing more than a nominal professor, 
amidst all the lustre of evidence which attends 
the gospel, and all the high and spiritual requi- 
sitions which it makes, implies a state of awful 
guilt, and overwhelming danger. If there be 
any individuals of this description in the as- 
sembly now before me, and I scarcely dare to 
believe that it is otherwise, let me, before I 
conclude, most earnestly entreat them to "con- 
sider their ways," and "turn unto the Lord." 
A merely nominal Christianity may subserve the 
great interests of the gospel ; but the imme- 
diate tendency is to increase the guilt and to 
harden the heart of the individual ; likewise to 
awaken, in the minds of others, prejudices 
against a system, which has failed of producing 
in these instances the effects for which it is 
designed. But become real christians — repent. 
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believe, obey ; and the glory of God and the 
Redeemer will be increasingly promoted ; your 
zeal will be enkindled to diffuse the savour of 
that knowledge which has penetrated your own 
hearts ; and in the final issue, at the great day 
of decision, when we shall all stand before the 
judgment seat ; Christ will be glorified in you, 
as he will be in all his saints, and admired in 
you, as he will be among all those who believe. 
** It became Him, for whom are all things, and 
by whom are all things, in bringing many sons 
unto glory, to make the Captain of their salva- 
tion perfect through suffering." — God grant that 
we may all bear a joyful part in the triumphant 
acknowledgments of that great day ! Amen. 
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